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Their futures are 
our responsibility

 

Vulnerable children and families

AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids

Michigan Association for Foster, Adoptive and Kinship Parents
Michigan Home-Based Family Services Association

Michigan State University School of Social Work

FULL MEMBERS
Adoption Option, Inc.

Bethany Christian Services
D.A. Blodgett–St. John’s

Catholic Charities of Shiawassee & Genesee Counties
Catholic Charities West Michigan

Catholic Social Services of Oakland County
Child & Family Services, Capital Area

Child & Family Services of Northeast Michigan
Child & Family Services of Northwestern Michigan

Child & Family Services of the Upper Peninsula
Childhelp

The Children’s Center of Wayne County
Christ Child House

Eagle Village
Family & Children Services

Family Counseling & Children’s Service of Lenawee County
Family Outreach Center

Family Service & Children’s Aid
Federation of Youth Services

Forever Families
Girlstown Foundation

Good Will Farm
Highfields, Inc.

Holy Cross Children’s Services
Homes for Black Children

Judson Center
LDS Family Services

Lutheran Child & Family Service of Michigan
Lutheran Social Services of Michigan

The Manor
Matrix Human Services

New Light Child & Family Institute
Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services

Promise Village: Home for Children
St. Louis Center 

St. Vincent Catholic Charities
Spaulding for Children

Starr Commonwealth
Sunny Crest Youth Ranch

Teaching Family Homes of Upper Michigan
Vista Maria

Wedgwood Christian Services
Whaley Children’s Center

Youth Guidance Foster Care & Adoption



Each year, Federation member agencies:

u	Provide over a half-billion dollars worth of services to vulnerable children and families

u	Generate over $30 million in private donations to help offset operating costs

u	Generate over $21 million in payroll taxes

u 	 Employ nearly 9,000 individuals across the state

u 	 Engage 700+ community and business leaders as members of agency Boards of Directors

u 	 Activate more than 17,000 volunteers, who generously devote over 700,000 hours of donated 
service to children and families

Our mission 	 To unite private, nonprofit human service providers, advocates, customers, individuals and funders to...
	 u	 influence public policy in support of children, families and individuals’ reaching their full potential;
	 u	 identify, develop and implement efficient and effective services to Michigan’s most vulnerable children and families; and
	 u	 support and enhance the ability of Michigan’s private, nonprofit agencies to provide human services.

and community investment
Economic impact



The Michigan Federation for Children and Families works tirelessly on behalf of children and families and 
the private, nonprofit agencies serving Michigan’s most vulnerable citizens. The reasons why are clear in 
our mission, but the ways in which we influence funding, programs and operations through action are 
diverse and powerful. Member involvement has been vital to our progress and achievements. 

	
The Federation is at the forefront of action and advocacy as child welfare reform is implemented in Michigan. Our 
input and feedback to leadership of the Snyder Administration and the Michigan Department of Human Services 
has been sought out, respected and acted upon. Highlights of the past year’s efforts include:

Played a major role in demonstrating the basis for needed refinements in the federal consent decree.��

Facilitated contract negotiations on behalf of private agencies for adoption, foster care and residential ��
treatment.

Provided comprehensive data and cost analyses that support the update of contracted services ��
reimbursement rates for adoption, foster care and residential treatment.

Advocated successfully for payment of over $5 million owed to agencies for services provided as far back ��
as 2002.

Advocated for efficiencies in regulation oversight, prompting a major overhaul that will reduce the historic ��
overlap of monitoring by Licensing and Contracts offices and will give consideration to the value inherent 
in national accreditation of numerous private service provider agencies.

Worked with DHS for a smooth transition of over 2,200 foster care cases to private agency supervision.��

Supported passage of adoption and guardianship legislation in Michigan that will help kids achieve ��
permanency faster.

Convened faith-based leaders from across the state for the purpose of creating and developing new ��
avenues for recruitment of foster and adoptive families.

Prepared the proposal for Michigan’s involvement with in-depth technical assistance around building and ��
maintaining a strong public-private partnership, which was accepted and allowed Michigan to be one of 
five states nationwide to participate in a two-day strategic planning session for child welfare leaders.

Served as a conduit for troubleshooting difficulties that agencies experience with navigating and ��
implementing state policies, training requirements, data reporting and payment systems, etc.

of our vigilence and persistence
Advocacy impact



Federation staff

Executive Director  Janet Reynolds Snyder, MBA  •  janet@michfed.org

Policy Analyst  Kadi Janssen, LLMSW • kadi@michfed.org

Member Services & Operations Manager  Rose Homa  •  rose@michfed.org

	 Office Manager  Jenny Crichton  •  jenny@michfed.org

320 N. Washington Square, Suite 100  •  Lansing MI  48933  
Ph. (517) 485-8552  •  Fax (517) 485-6680

Corporate sponsors 
The Michigan Federation for Children and Families is especially grateful 

for the financial support of its Corporate Sponsors:

Accreditation Guru  www.accreditationguru.com
Berends Hendricks Stuit Insurance   www.bhsins.com

Layton & Richardson, PC   www.lnrcpa.com
Michigan Specialty Insurance Agency  www.mispecialtyins.com

Public Affairs Associates  www.paaonline.com
SPAN Corporation  www.spancorp.com

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Patrick Alandt, Attorney, board member of Christ Child House
Zakia Alavi, M.D., Medical Director, Michigan Department of Human Services
Ben Baldus, retired Director of Public Policy & Advocacy, Lutheran Social Services of MI
Jill Barker, Office Manager, The Lynch Group, board member of Christ Child House 
James V. Ballenca, Jr., Managing Partner, Bellanca, Beattie & DeLisle, PC, board member of 

Holy Cross Children’s Services
Gary Bennett, Michigan Director of Quality Management, Bethany Christian Services
Loren Brown, Vice President, The Leona Group, LLC
Alan Brown, Executive Director, Senior Services/Midland County Council on Aging
Lynda D. Dandridge, Director of Child Welfare, Catholic Social Services of Wayne County
Susan Dobel Hall, Management Supervisor, Young & Rubicam, board member of Christ 

Child House
Shirley Edwards, Executive Director, Spectrum Child & Family Services and Completion 

House, Inc. 
Janet Flanegin, Macomb County Regional Director, Judson Center
Martin K. Gaudiose, Senior VP of Business Development, Starr Commonwealth
Julie Godfrey, Marketing Manager, Pat Milliken Ford, board member of Christ Child House
Sandra O. Goins-Kent, board member of Spaulding for Children
George D. Goodman, retired, former Executive Director, MI Municipal League, volunteer for 

Starr Commonwealth
Dick Gritter, retired President and CEO, Wedgwood Christian Services
James Haveman, President, Haveman Group
Patrick Heron, President/CEO, Catholic Social Services of Wayne County
John P. Jacobs, President, Jacobs & Diemer, PC, board member of Holy Cross Children’s 

Services
Roger C. Johr, Principal, Williams & Works, Inc., board member of Lutheran Child & Family 

Service of MI
Judith Jove, Executive Director, Family Service & Children’s Aid
Ann Marie Lesniak, Director, Childhelp
Bill Long, Attorney, retired, former Executive Director, MI Federation for Children & Families
Sharon Loughridge, Executive Director, D.A. Blodgett–St. John’s
Robert Miles, President/CEO, Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI
Martin Mitchell, President/CEO, Starr Commonwealth
Eric Musum, Director of Administrative Services, Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI
Marn Myers, President/CEO, Judson Center
Betty L. Nagel, retired, former President/CEO, Child & Family Service of Saginaw County

Donald Nitz, CEO, Lakeside for Children 
Catherine O’Malley, General Manager, Fairlane Town Center, board member of Holy Cross 

Children’s Services
Richard Osburn, retired, former Provider Network Administrator, Northern Lakes 

Community Mental Health
Joseph Pasman, Jr., Investment Adviser Representative, Eagle Strategies Corporation, board 

member of Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI
Brian D. Philson, President/CEO, Highfields, Inc.
Roger Pickering, Regional Director, Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI
Mrs. Thomas Pouich (Donna), Administrative Assistant, Derenzo & Associates, Inc., board 

member of Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI
Fred Prasser, CEO, The Manor
Lynn M. Radzilowski, Residential Program Director, St. Vincent Catholic Charities
Jeff Roley, Director of Child Welfare Services, Bethany Christian Services
Merle Ross, CPA, board member of Eagle Village
Ronald Salvner, Financial Analyst, Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI
Rick K.D. Sanville, Executive Director, Upper Peninsula Family Solutions, Inc.
Albert L. Schaller, Chairman of the Board, Schaller Corporation, board member of Holy Cross 

Children’s Services
Donald Schuster, Director, Listening Ear
Chris Smith, Executive VP & CFO, Starr Commonwealth
Annette Sobocinski, law student
Candace K. Spaulding, President, C.K. Spaulding & Associates, board member of Spaulding 

for Children
Jean Stenzel, President, Forever Families, Inc.
Beth Tarquinio, Executive Director, Methodist Children’s Home Society
Marie Tolen, Director of Knowledge & Learning Strategies, Lutheran Child & Family Service 

of MI
Daryl Vanella, Adjunct Professor/Internship Coordinator, Baker College
Lisa Walker, MA, LPC,Clinical Psychology Intern Foster Boarding Home, MercyFirst
Sally Westerheide, Account Supervisor, Team Detroit, board member of Christ Child House
Alicia Winget, retired General Manager, the Wyndgate Country Club, board member of 

Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI
John Yablonky, Executive Director, Christ Child House
Michelle S. Zalewski, LMSW, Sr. Adoption Social Worker/Post Adoption Coordinator, 

Lutheran Adoption Service
Steve Zwart, Regional Director, Lutheran Child & Family Service of MI

www.michfed.org


